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MAYOR ACTION 

COUNCIL M EMBER AYE NAY ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Payne X ~ ROVED □ VETOED 
Osman X 

Chughtai X 

Wansley X 

Rainville X 

Vetaw X 

O MAYOR 

MAY 2 6 2026 
Warren X DATE 

Shaffer X 

Stevenson X Certified an official action of the City Council 

Chavez X 

Whiting X 

Chowdhury X 

Pa lmisano X 

ATTES~ 

Presented to Mayor: __ M_AY_ 2_2_20_2_6 Received from Mayor: MAY 2 6 2026 

Declaring May 17, 2026, as No Menthol Sunday in the City of Minneapolis. 

Whereas, on Sunday, May 17, 2026, the City of M inneapolis proudly joins the Minnesota Menthol 
Coa lition, faith leaders, friends, and fami lies in celebrating No Ment hol Sunday; and 

Wh ereas, No Mentho l Sunday is a National Day of Observance led by The Center fo r Black Hea lth and 
Equity and supported locally by the Minnesota M ent hol Coalition and churches in M innea pol is; and 

Wh ereas, No Mentho l Su nday is an opportunity fo r fai th leaders t o raise awareness about the negative 
health impacts of using commercial tobacco, including e-cigarettes and menthol products, and 
highlighting ways to improve hea lth outcomes for Black Americans; and 



Whereas, for decades, the tobacco industry has deliberately targeted Black communities, especially kids, 
with marketing for menthol cigarettes. In the 1950s, less than 10% of Black smokers used menthol 
cigarettes and today, that number is over 85%; and 

Whereas, menthol cigarettes are a major reason why commercial tobacco use is the number one cause 
of preventable death among Black Americans, claiming 45,000 Black lives every year; and 

Whereas, menthol is a chemical added to cigarettes and other tobacco products, including e-cigarettes, 
that creates a cooling sensation. Tobacco companies intentionally design menthol products to be more 
appealing to youth and new smokers, more addictive, and more difficult to quit; and 

Whereas, Minneapolis was one of the first cities in the nation to restrict the sale of menthol and other 
flavored tobacco products to promote healthier kids and communities targeted by the tobacco industry 
including Black residents; and 

Whereas, we recognize that racial health disparities are not the consequence of individual habits or poor 
choices, but rather reflect centuries of systemic racism that we need to confront with increased access 
to quality healthcare and resources; and 

Whereas, we invite commercial tobacco users to seek the necessary resources they need to be 
successful, including free quitting help available through Minnesota's Quit Partner, which offers one-on­
one coaching and other helpful tools 24/7; and 

Whereas, one year ago, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) proposed rules to prohibit menthol 
cigarettes and flavored cigars. Once implemented, this policy will protect kids from tobacco addiction, 
advance health equity and save lives, especially among Black Americans; and 

Whereas, we must continue to uplift one another and advocate for a healthier future and put health 
above tobacco industry profits; 

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by The City Council ofThe City of Minneapolis: 

That the Mayor and City Council do hereby recognize May 17, 2026, as No Menthol Sunday throughout 
the City of Minneapolis, and commends this observance to all its city's residents. 


